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Please provide the following details on the origiof this report
Party Georgia

National Focal Point

Full name of the institution:
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of Georgia (MEPNR)

Name and title of officer:

Nino Gokhelashvili — Head, Division of InternatidriRelations,
Department of Environmental Policy and Internatlona
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Postal address:
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Contact officer for national report (if different):




Full name of the institution:

Name and title of officer:

Postal address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

l. PROCESS BY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

Provide brief information on the process by whiais report has been prepared, including
information on which types of public authoritiesreveonsulted or contributed to its
preparation, on how the public was consulted ang kiee outcome of the public consultation
was taken into account and on the material, whiels wsed as a basis for preparing the report.

Answer: On August 9, 2010 the draft report preplang the Ministry of Environment Protectign
and Natural Resources of Georgia (MEPNR) was setite following governmental institutions:
the Committee of Environment Protection and Nat&asources of the Parliament of Georgia,
the Ministry of Science and Education, the Minigtifeconomy and Sustainable Development
the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Labor, Héwand Social Affairs, the Ministry of
Regional Development and Infrastructure, the Miyistf Internal Affairs , the Supreme Court,
Thilisi City Hall and the Ombudsman. The draft repeas also disseminated through an
electronic network for public comments for the pdr24 September -20 October, 2010.
Comments were received from one NGO. The pareatdmments and recommendations were
incoroporated in to the report. For the rest of aoents appropriate explanations were sent to
the NGO. On November 8, 2010 a public hearinthenramended draft report was held.
Representatives of the MEPNR, six NGOs, and theusaCentre Georgia participated in the
public hearing. Some additional changes were madké report. On November 12, 2010 the
repot was sent to the Aarhus Centre to be trandlateo English. On December 3, 2010 the
final English and Georgian versions of the repoerg/sent to the Secretariat of the Aarhus
Convention.

Il. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
REPORT

Report any particular circumstances that are rel@vi@r understanding the report, e.g. whether
there is a federal and/or decentralized decisiorkim@ structure, whether the provisions of the
Convention have a direct effect upon its entry fotae, or whether financial constraints are a
significant obstacle to implementation (optional).

Answer:
- The Convention applies direci{ixccording to the Law of Georgia on Internationardements
(Article 6, Paragraph 2) international agreements/b advantage over the national legislation).




- For the proper implementation of the Aarhus Caniiam it is advisable to update national
legislation to improve relevant procedures.

- Financial constrains are a significant obstaatethe collection, elaboration, edition and
dissemination of the information.




. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP _ LEMENTING THE
GENERAL PROVISIONS IN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3,4, 7 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the general provisions in
paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7 and 8 of article 3.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implemeimt@édrticular, describe:

(a) With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and aititreor
assist and provide the required guidance;

(b) With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to promote education and
environmental awareness;

(c) With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is appropriate
recognition of and support to associations, orgaiuns or groups promoting environmental
protection;

(d) With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of the
Convention internationally:

(i) Measures taken to coordinate within and betwaanstries to inform officials
involved in other relevant international forums abarticle 3, paragraph 7, and the
Almaty Guidelines, indicating whether the meastioesoordinate are ongoing;

(ii) Measures taken to provide access to infornma#ibthe national level regarding
international forums, including the stages at white@haccess to information was
provided;

(iii) Measures taken to promote and enable pulditigipation at the national level with
respect to international forums (e.qg. inviting N@G@mbers to participate in the Party’s
delegations in international environmental negimtieg or involving NGOs in forming
the Party’s official position for such negotiatidmscluding the stages at which the
access to information was provided;

(iv) Measures taken to promote the principles ef@onvention in the procedures of
other international forums;

(v) Measures taken to promote the principles ofGbavention in the work programs,
projects, decisions and other substantive outguither international forums;

(e) With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exerdmgirg t
rights under the Convention are not be penalizedsgruted or harassed.

Answer:

(a) The current Georgian Legislation is in compbarwith the most of the requirements
the Convention (see below). Besides, the Convehtie superior force (please, see
answer on the previous question). The followingnigisaged according to the curren
Georgian Legislation: the Law of Georgia on the faion of Environment (10
December, 2010) envisages the protection of ciizeghts in environmental matters

of

t

In particular, regarding the Article 6 of this lawach citizen has the right to live in &




healthy environment, to obtain complete, impariadl timely information on the state
of his/her working and living surroundings as wéil.order to inform the public, the
MEPNR of Georgia, in compliance with Article 14tlid above law, submits the
National Report on the State of Environment toRhesident of Georgia once evry
three yearsPromulgation of the national report is necessargtsure the principle of
its accessibility for the publicln accordance with Article 15 of this law” for
protection and sustainable development of the enuient the environmental
protection planning system (Sustainable Developr8&ategy) is being developed,
which itself is a long- term strategic plan. Itniecessary to ensure the public
participation in the development of the Sustaindildeelopment Strategy”.

(b) In accordance with the Paragraph (d) Article®6the Law of Georgia on the Protection
of the Environment, “a citizen has the right teeeze environmental and ecological
education, to raise his/her environmental awarenébe entire system of
environmental education is set up in order to prterenvironmental education and
environmental awareness among the public and ia eaperts in this field. The
system includes the network of secondary schadstutions for training of personnel
and improvement of their skills”.

The MEPNR developed “The State Program for Pubtiol&gical Education” that
was approved by Presidential Decree in 2002. In20@ Government of Georgia
adopted the National Goals of General Education,thenong others, addresses the
preservation and protection of the natural condisof the environment.

(c) In accordance with Article 6, Pragraph (e)tbé Law of Georgia on the Protection gf
Environment, a citizen of Georgia has the righfoio public environmental
organizations. The environmental NGOs are legaitiestand have the same rights &
other non-commercial (non-profit) legal entiti@$e procedures of registration NGO
are quite simple. Registration is conducted byNla&onal Agency of Public Registry
a Legal Entity of Public Law under the MinistryXfstice of Georgia. Article 29 of th
Civil Code of Georgia defines the terms of registra of non-profit (non-commercial
legal person.

According to the Law of Georgia on State Regigtrg,price for the registration of
non-profit (non-commercial) legal person, registoat of amendments to the registered
data and their abolishment in one working day i® ZEL". There is no legal norm
that prohibits inclusion of NGOs in the governmébiadies that are responsible for
decision-making on environmental issues. NGOs Haéeght to participate with a
consulting status in the committee hearings andimgeheld by the Parliament and
Executive Government. The Regulation of the Pasiat of Georgia provides the
opportunity to the representatives of civil orgatians to attend and take the floor o
the committee hearings of draft laws (e.g. Arti&8e Paragraph 11 and Article 153,
Paragraph 8).
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(d) In 2006 English and Georgian versions of theaty Guidelines were disseminated to
all relevant organizations in Georgia.

Georgia, according to the principles of ther@ention, always supports public
participation in global international and regionahvironmental processes.

In general, the non-governmental sector redulparticipates in international forums.
To support NGO participation in international forsrneld in Georgia the governmer
when possible, provides particular financial asance. The government also
suppsorts NGO participation in official delegations

J—F

! As of 10 December, 2010, 100 USD equals to 178 GEL



(e) The principles of the Aarhus Convention aret@cted under the Constitution of
Georgia, the Law of Georgia on Protection of Enmmzent and the General
Administrative Code of Georgia. In accordance v#itticle 42 of the Constitution of
Georgia, each person has a right to apply to thertor protection of his/her human
rights (among them, the rights granted by the Catiga) and liberty.

IV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 3

Describe anypbstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragraphart€le 3
listed above.

Answer:

- Itis worth noting that according to the #77 Deemaf the Government of Georgia (Apfi

22, 2005) the State Commission for Sustainable IDpreent of Georgia was
established. According to this decree, the functibthe Secretariat of the Commissior
assigned to the MEPNR. Georgia still does not laalang-term sustainable
development strategy. However, it should be meatidhat by the initiative of the
MEPNR and by the support of UNECE the Second Emviemtal Performance Review|
for the period of 2004 - 2009 has been preparedRHP In addition, the Second
National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP 2, 2011:2(Q is being developed. Also,
with the support of the EU, the State of Environni@n2007-2009 is under preparatiof
(SoE). The abovementioned documents create afoasiee development of a
sustainable development strategy.

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION  OF THE GENERAL
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3

Provide further information on thactical application of the general provisions othe
Convention.

S

Answer:
The Service of Public Relations is the structurt of the MEPNR.

Since 2009 the hot line “070” of the MEPNR has beeaperation. The hot line allows citizen
to obtain information about their specific inter@sttime . Moreoverand to provide informatior
to the MEPNR about violations, allowing the MEPNRespond rapidly.

In November 2010 the “Information Centre” was opdra the MEPNR. The aim of the Centn
is to assist and instruct the public about the emvinental issues of their interest.

The officials of the MEPNR have public receptionrisahat increase the MEPNR'’s
transparency.

The Service of Public Relations, in the developroéahvironmental education and public
awareness raising, organizes the following acesti

Conferences, seminars and trainings on differepict for various target groups; Eco-tours,
eco-camps, tree planting and clean up campaiges, tudent meetings with the Minister.

Since 2009 the monthly electronic newsletter oratiivities of the MEPNR has been
disseminated. By the initiative of the MEPNR “Gré&dunb” for students is established. To
ensure transparency and publicity of activitieshef MEPNR, the Public Council has been
created, which consists of well known and trustipopeople of Georgia. The aim of the
Council is to ensure public participation, to prota@ublic awareness and to prepare
appropriate recommendations and proposals. In 20@8in the framework of “Dialogue with
Public” about 100 meetings were arranged aboutdbtvities of the MEPNR. In the large citi

[

of Georgia “Report to People” campaigns were orgaad. The aim of the campaigns was to




familiarize the public with the activities of theEANR. Media project “Green Broadcast” is J
broadcasted weekly on TV and radio. Representati/dse MEPNR participate in TV and radio
programs on numerous environmental issues.

With the support of various donor organizations avithin the framework of international
projects conferences, symposia and educational aanp for school children, university
students, media representatives and the genaubligpare conducted; Short documentary
films, and programs, video clips, appropriate laarre, information brochures and web page:
are prepared; Vocational, Bachelor's and Mastgst®grams are introduced in different
educational institutes; Several demonstration @ct§ are completed.
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According to an analysis of 2010 survey resultgliptawareness about protected areas of
Georgia, as well as their importance, has increalsgd 4%. For public involvement and
improvement of protected areas’ management, firsénds Associations in Georgia were
created in 2010, by representatives of local paian, governmental, non-governmental and
business sector and international organizations.

Some structural units of the MEPNR have thematlzsites that provide regularly updated
information on current activities of the respectivats.

MEPNR employees participate in local and internadibtraining programs and other
educational programs that improve their professiarggpabilities according to present demands
and standards.

Trainings on different demand-oriented environmetapics are conducted for the MEPNR
employees and other relevant ministries as welbaghe representatives of business and non-
governmental sectors.

In 2009 Aarhus Centre Georgia in close cooperatigih MEPNR and the High School of
Justice arranged training for judges with the amrfamiliarize the participants with the
requirements and obligations under the Aarhus Catiga and to share international
experience. The training was conducted by the ésonvention Compliance Committee
expert.

The Aarhus Centre in cooperation with Thilisi Stat@versity prepared and in 2009
introduced, the course — International Environmémhiav for the bachelor's degree students of
the Law Faculty.

By the joint initiative of the Aarhus Centre and ttaw Faculty of Thilisi State University a
training course on the Implementation of the Aar@asvention in Georgia for students of Law
and Geography Faculties has been conducted sin@®.20

In 2010 social advertisements on public rights urttle Aarhus Convention was prepared.
Broadcasting of the advertisements on the Nati@tannel of Georgian Public Broadcaster is
planned for late 2010.

VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATIO N OF ARTICLE 3
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://moe.gov.ge; http://aarhus.geww.apa.gov.gebiomonitoring.moe.gov.ge;
www.gdi.gov.ge; chm.moe.gov.ge.

VII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP__ LEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION | N ARTICLE 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on access to
environmental information in article 4.




Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has begeimented. Describe the transposition of

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(@)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

0] Any person may have access to information withewirg to state an
interest;

(i) Copies of the actual documentation containing oenmasing the requeste
information are supplied,;

(i) The information is supplied in the forraquested;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the timadiprovided for irparagraph 2 are
respected;

(c) With respect tparagraphs 3 and 4 measures taken to:
0] Provide for exemptions from requests;
(i) Ensure that the public interest test at the erhodgraph 4 is applied;

(d) With respect to paragraph 5, measuresntéd ensure that a public authority that

does not hold the environmental information reqee$akes the necessary action;

(e) With respect to paragraph 6, measuresntak ensure that the requirement to
separate out and make available information is émeinted;

() With respect to paragraph 7, measures takengure that refusals meet the tin
limits and the other requirements with respecefasals;

(@)  With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken toetisat the requirements on
charging are met.

Answer:

The Administrative Code of Georgia, 1999 (especi@hapter Ill) generally covers the
requirements of Article 4 of the Convention, ileirdormation (not only environmental
information) held by public authorities is availattio the public unless the information is
confidential.

Each interested person has a right to requestrnf@mation (the General Administrative Cod
of Georgia, Article 37).

Information about protection of the environment aada on the dangers which can threat to
human life and health, should not be confidentia (General Administrative Code of Georgia
Article 42, a)

(@) (): In accordance with the General Administr&iCode of Georgia ( Article 37,
Paragraph 2) a person is entitled to access torimfation without having to state a
interest;

(ii): In accordance with the General AdministraiCode of Georgia (Article 37,

Paragraph 1) any person has the right to acquaiihwformation in the original. If
there is a risk of damage to the original documémg public authority is obliged to
ensure the supervised review of the docuraeptovide the person with a properly
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confirmed copy of the document;




(b)

()

(ii): In accordance with the General Adminigirgee Code of Georgia ( Article 37,
Paragraph 2), any person has a right to choosefoie of obtaining the informatior
if the public authority holds this information iegeral forms;

Stricter time-limits are established in Gearfpr providing the information than

requires the Convention. In accordance with the @ahAdministrative Code of
Georgia (Article 40, Paragraph 2), the informatishould be issued immediately a
at the latest within 10 working days. The publithauity is required to make the
information available to applicant in the existifgm. The Public authority is not
required to compose any kind of information for plblic request (see also a revie
of implementation of Article 5). This approachnscompliance with the principles g
the Convention;

() In accordance with the General Admirasitve Code of Georgia, there are four
types of confidential information in Georgia: thergonal (Article27'), commercial
(Article 27%), professional (Articl&7°) and the state(Article27*). Clear procedures
are established for granting a confidential statoghe state or commercial
information. A special stamp with such status exast the documents. The followin
information is noted on the stamp: a status of iclemitiality; the institution which
grants the confidential status to the informatiomats time limit (commercial
confidential information has no time limit). Parot Article 31 states that if not
prohibited by other applicable regulations the adehtial status is granted with no
time limit to the commercial and the professiomérmation. Decisions, which wer
made regarding the granting the confidential stattughe information or rejection th
confidentiality of information, are included in tpeblic register (i.e. it is open to th
public, Article 31). There is also a list of infoation what should not be confidentia
(among them, information on the environment and datthe dangers, which can
threat to the human life and health, Article 42).

All information, that identifies a natural persas,his/her personal information and
person resolves himself/herself the question ath@utransparency of this
information (Article 27, 2%. Confidentiality of the public officers who prepahe
document is protected as well, except the govertahpalitical officials (the
executive privilege, Article 29).

Subparagraph b) of Paragraph 3 and subparagraphgg)h) of Paragraph 4 of the
Article 4 of the Convention are not applicable iadggia.

(i) The Convention applies directly. Public autiies are obligated to meet its
requirements;

(d) In accordance with the Administrative Code eb@jia (Article 80), public

authorities have stricter requirements than the @Gortion. When receiving an
application for the request of information, the bpa authority is obliged to identify
itself appropriate public authority having the infioation requested within 5 days a
transfer the application to that public authorifihe application with explanation
should be returned back to the applicant withineysifrom the date of application i
such institution is not determined,

(e) In accordance with the Administrative Code of Gé(grticle 33), the reasonably

separated remainder of the information should Iseldised after exception of the
confidential information from the document. Whesuisg such a document the
following information should be noted: the confitliality of the excepted part of the
document, the person who granted a confidentialsiaa reason of confidentiality
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and time limit;




() In accordance with the Administrative Code of Gemidrticle 41), stricter
requirements are established regarding the refa$an information request than is
set out by the Aarhus Convention. The applicantkhioe informed of refusal
immediately. Following this, a written explanatisinould be given to the applicant
within 3 days The explanation should include whinhitution was consulted when
making the decision regarding the refusal. Thetregid rule to claim against this
decision should be noted as well;

(9) In accordance with the Administrative Code of Gemfgrticle 99), no fee should b
charged for information except for coping or pogtthe information. Thiaw of
Georgia on Fees to Make a Copy on Public Informma{ib3 May, 2005) defines the
rules and the price of copying of public informatio
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VIIl. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 4
Describe anybstacles encounteret¢h the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 4.

Answer:

- There are some cases when 10 days is not enougtidirseeking the information and
make it available because of its big vokume or derily.

IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIO N OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4

Provide further information on th@actical application of the provisions on accesst
information, e.g. are there any statistics available on tmebaus of requests made, the numbe
of refusals and their reasons?

=

Answer:

- In accordance with the General Administrative Ead Georgia (Article 49), every year on
December 10, each public authority is obliged tbrsit a report to the President of Georgia and
to the Parliament on the information provided te thublic.

- The Service of Public Relations of the MEPNRdpoes statistics on the request for and
responds to public information officially receivatithe Service of Public Relations and the
chancellery of the MEPNR.

X. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 4
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www. moe.gov.géttp://aarhus.ge

XI. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPL EMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF E NVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 5




List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental infomation in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has be@heimented. Describe the transposition of

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disination requirement in article 3, paragraph P.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(@)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:
(1) Public authorities possess and update environmatitamation;
(i) There is an adequate flow of information to publithorities;

(i)  In emergencies, appropriate information is dissemeith immediately and
without delay;

(b) With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in which
public authorities make environmental informatiaaiable to the public is transparent and th
environmental information is effectively accessjble

(c) With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental
information progressively becomes available intetatic databases which are easily accessi
to the public through public telecommunicationsvaks;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate nati
reports on the state of the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information medeto inparagraph 5;
() With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the envinemt to inform the public regularly of the

environmental impact of their activities and proc

(9) Measures taken to publish and provide informat®neguired irparagraph 7;
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(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a
to ensuring that sufficient product informatiomigsde available to the public;

view

(1) With respect tgaragraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide system of

pollution inventories or registers.

Answer:

(a) (i)In accordance with Article 27, Paragraph 1 oethaw of Georgia on Environmental
Protection, “the system of monitoring is the urdfyanalysis of information obtained
after observation over the state of the environnagt it's forecasting”. The MEPNR
coordinates the environmental monitoring systenti¢kr 27, Paragraph 2). Results of
environmental monitoring are available to the palfiArticle 27, Paragraph 3). The

state registration, reporting and assessment ofijuave and quantitative indices of thg
state of environment are managed and coordinateitidyMEPNR within its competence

together with the Ministry of Labor, Health and 8b&ffairs, the Ministry of

Agriculture and other relevant institutions in acdance with the rule established by the

Georgian Legislation (Article 26, Paragraph 2).

1%

(ii) Entrepreneurs, whose activities require enuingental impact permits, are obliged




follow the conditions defined in the conclusioreoblogical expertise (revision of EIA

report). Monitoring of the compliance with the cdmahs of the environmental permit i$

conducted by the Inspection of Environmental Ptatacaccording to the Law of
Georgia on Inspectorate of Environmental Protection

According to the State Register Forms, every ergregur delivers an annual report on
water discharge and emissions to the MEPNR.

(iii) Information about hazards that can affectaghian life and health, natural and
anthropogenic disasters and other incidents whiahehalready happened or can happ
in the future and threat an civil security shoulat be confidential (the General
Administrative Code of Georgia,Aarticle 42; the LafxGeorgia on The State Secret,
Article 8). According to the Law of Georgia oroRyction of the Population and the
Territory from the Natural and Anthropogenic Emargg Situations ( Article 8,
Paragraph 3) local governments and administratdhegal entities are responsible to
provide comprehensive and timely information toghblic via mass media (printed or
electronic means, including the internet). Artiglef the mentioned law states that
information on emergency situations is public.

According to the same law (Article 1, Paragraphtig National Response Plan on
Natural and Anthropogenic Emergency Situations joles the unified system of respo
plans of ministries, state sub-agency organizat@nsinistries and legal entities of
public law on the protection of the population &hd territory from natural and
anthropogenic emergency situations.

According to the Presidential Decree ( August ZH)&) on the Approval of National
Response Plan on Natural and Anthropogenic Emenrg8itaations information about
emergency situations is disseminated through p@iet private broadcasting compani
as well as by cars equipped with “loud speakers”.

Regarding this issue, the following principlestu taw of Georgia on Public Health t
following is worth-mentioning (Article 4, Paragrapla) and b)):

a) Provision of preventive measures against the tisreapublic health;

b) Clear definition of competences of state bodiesged in public health
issues and strong informational coordination ofshetructures in
planning and implementation of public health rethtetivities.

Chapter Il of the above mentioned law defines ihlets and obligations of the public a
legal entities concerning public health issues.dkding to the Article 5, e), every pers
residing in the territory of Georgia is obliged notify the Public Health Service about
any emergency situation caused by violation oftaaninorms in production and
technological processes.

According to Article 35, Paragraph 6 of the same,|the Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Bense are obliged to inform the Publi
Health Service about any circumstances that mag pagard to the health and safety
the population. According to the national legistetj information about emergency
situations is public information and should be &sible to everybody unless, in
particular cases, when the reasons for the emergeitaations and persons are under
investigation.

It should also be mentioned that Article 233 of @reninal Code of Georgia defines
criminal sanction in cases of concealing or distggtinformation about emergencies o
accidents at nuclear or radioactive installatiodgcording to the Article 247 of the
Criminal Code of Georgia, criminal sanction is ajgplble in the case of concealing or
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fabricating information about conditions posing head to human health and life.




(b) Each public authority is obliged to keep publicisggr of information (the General
Administrative Code of Georgia, Article 35). Thesiblic registesr are open to everyor

According to the General Administrative Code of geoeach public authority is
obliged to designate a person in charge who makesamental information available
to the public and whose basic work is to replynfoimation request.

(c) Information on ongoing and completed MEPNR ac#sitis posted on its web site. Th
web site is constantly updated. Since 2009 the Usa@entre has been uploading
monthly newsletters “Short Review of the EnvirontalePollution of Georgia”.

(d) In accordance to the Law of Georgia on EnvironmEkRtatection (Article 14,
Paragraph 1) the MEPNR submits the National Reporthe State of Environment to
the President of Georgia every three years The 22002, 2003, 2004 and 2005
National Reports are placed on the web site ofthehus Centre Georgia.

(e) On the web sites of the MEPNR and the Aarhus Canfsemation described in the
Paragraph 5 of the given Atrticle is posted. For igize dissemination of information,
addition to the website of the Ministry, the websit the Aarhus Centre, electronic
networks of Caucasus Environmental NGOs NetwoBNN) and Regional
Environmental Centre for the Caucasus (REC Caugamus mass media are applied &
the Ministry.

(f) The national legislation contains no provision arm corresponding to this Paragrapli
that offers incentives to the operators of smatl amedium enterprises.

(g9) The meetings are conducted with NGOs at the MERNReporting on the activities of
the Ministry and consultations regarding other sigant issues.

(h) In accordance with Decree # 3 of the Minister ofEEmnment Protection and Natural
Resources of Georgia (January 15, 1999) on the@mdrof regulation on Eco-labeling
the eco-label is awarded by interdepartmental cassion to ecologically clean
products produced in Georgia. The legislaive naaopted in 2003 states that the
packaging of the product should have the inforrmatibout the product in the national
language. The Decree # 2-231 of the Minister ofi@ddture of Georgia (December 11,
2009) on the Approval of Additional RequirementsSmod Labeling provides
additional requirements for any type of food produo Georgia and aims at ensuring
protection of consumers’ economic interests.

() A feasibility analysis of the pollutant release drahsfer register (PRTR) was done.
Under the project — Strengthening Capacity for [asig a National Pollutant Release
and Transfer Register and Supporting Strategicréagh to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM) in Georgia — development oh#i®nal register is under way.

Describe anybstacles encounteret¢h the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 5.

XIl. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5
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Answer:

- Collection, appropriate processing and dissemorabf information is partially regulated.
Despite the fact that Public Relations Serviceemi, processes and uploads certain

information obtained from the structural units bétMinistry, some problems and gaps in thig

direction still exist.

- In order to timely obtain environmental infornmat from the public institutions, developme
of an entire environmental database for facilibatiof seeking of information is needed. The

MEPNR is currently working with applicable instituts regarding this issue.




- The high cost of publishing the information hamspgle dissemination of information stated
Paragraphs 5 and 7.

The regulation for Eco-labeling practically doestmvork.

The obstacles to dissemination of information gioas of Georgia are relatively overcome w
a proper functioning postal service and interneitability.

in
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Xlll. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 5

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on thelection and
dissemination of environmental information in dib,e.g. are there any statistics available
on the information published?

Answer:
- The office work database has been developed aflEfeNR.

There is an institutional system of data transfethie fields of hydrometeorology, geodynami
processes, engineering protection and environmguablition. Two types of information —
standard and specific about hydro meteorologicalditons and the state of environmental
pollution are prepared for consumers. The standardhat for hydro meteorological condition
data and the state of environmental pollution, Ithieof state organizations and institutions tha
routinely receive the information time frames amelans of delivery (currier, fax, e-mail and
postal service) are predefined. The standardrinfition about hydro meteorological
conditions, the state of environmental pollutioml gameventive measures of coastal protection
disseminated free of charge. Specific types ofnmdition about hydro meteorological and
geodynamical conditions, appropriateness of cartston activities at coastal areas and the
state of environmental pollution that are prepaeatording to specific requirement of
consumers require fees that depend on the typerate provided for processing of
information.

Interconnection of databases on the monitoringyafrblogical, meteorological, geodynamic
processes, coastal formation and environmentalioth is performed in the Legal Entity of
Public Law - National Environmental Agency, whishunder the MEPNR. The issue of
interconnection of databases created in other emritental governmental and non-
governmental organizations still requires regulatid\t present development of this system ig
underway.

Different methods are used to ensure the data tyualiobservation and monitoring of
meteorological, hydro meteorological and environtaépollution.

On the web site of the Ministry of Internal AffanfsGeorgia information about emergency
situations in Georgia as well as response measamelsappropriate activities to be taken to
ensure safety is constantly uploaded. Statistoalysis, risk maps about potential emergena
situations and responce measures for such situsitime also provided on the website. With t
participation of the Ministry of Internal Affairs @eorgia a course on “Civil Defense and
Security” has been introduced in the schools ofi@eo Training about response measures i
emergency situations and about dissemination ofimétion on such situations were conduct
for executives of local authorities. The Ministfyirternal Affairs, in cooperation with differen
governmental and non-governmental organizationspgeally prepars and publishes popula
materials about response measures in emergenatisins.
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XIV. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATI ON OF ARTICLE 5
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moe.gov.gdittp://aarhus.gewww.rec-caucasus.org; Www.cenn.org;
http://police.ge.

XV. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPL EMENTING THE

PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

IN ARTICLE 6

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thiaimplement the provisions on public
participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has be@heimented. Describe the transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgnation requirement in article 3, paragraph
Also, and in particular, describe:

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

0] The provisions of article 6 are applied with reg¢gealecisions on
whether to permit proposed activities listed inenhto the Convention;

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied to decision proposed activities
not listed in annex | which may have a significaffiect on the
environment;

Measures taken to ensure that the public conceasnatbrmed, early in an
environmental decision-making procedure, and iadgguate, timely and
effective manner, of the matters referred tpanagraph 2,

Measures taken to ensure that the time framesegublic participation
procedures respect the requirementsargraph 3;

With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is earlyqul]
participation;

With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective appli¢
to identify the public concerned, to enter intocdssions, and to provide
information regarding the objectives of their apgation before applying for a
permit;

With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

0] The competent public authorities give the publinagrned all information
relevant to the decision-making referred to incdgtb that is available at
the time of the public participation procedure;

(i) In particular, the competent authorities give t® plublic concerned the
information listed in this paragraph;

.

ants

With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures forcpubli

participation allow the public to submit commeritgprmation, analyses or
opinions that it considers relevant to the propassivity;




(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision due
account is taken of the outcome of the public pgudition;

(1) With respect tgparagraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is
promptly informed of a decision in accordance with appropriate procedures;

()] With respect tgparagraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public
authority reconsiders or updates the operatingitond for an activity referred
to in paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraples2are applied making the
necessary changes, and where appropriate;

(k) With respect tgparagraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of article 6
to decisions on whether to permit the deliberaleas®e of genetically modified
organisms into the environment.

Answer:

- In Georgia the provisions of this Article are agaliwith respect to environmental impact
permits. Not only NGOs but also any interestedyphés a right to participate in the
process and a right to claim for procedural andexggal legality. The obligatory
components of the process are: submission of thendents for public examination and
announcement of availability, receiving commetsiduct the public hearing and
publishing a decision. An administrative decismade under a breach of process is
considered to be canceled. Everyone has a righlaion against such decision and to
reach its cancellation. The established procedaradsuing permits meets almost all the
requirements of Article 6:

(a) The Law of Georgia on Environmental Impact Pelfpgcember 14, 2007)
defines the list of activities subject to ecologmepertise. All these activities are
subject to environmental impact assessment tharsdiie procedures of the
Article 6.

(b) The Law of Georgia on Environmental Impact Periti€le 1, Paragraph 2)
ensures the public participation during the deaisimaking on issuing
environmental permits. According to the Georgiagidtation, the developer is
obliged to conduct public hearing of EIA prior tpg@ication to the relevant
Administrative Agency for the permit (Article 6).

(c) The issues related to public consultations arendefiin the Law of Georgia on
Environmental Impact Permit. According to the lawbmission of written publig
comments and suggestions starts the day the anement of a planned activity
is published and continues for 45 days (Articl®&tagraph 4, Sub-paragraph

b)).

(d) According to the Law of Georgia on Environmentapétt Permit the developer
is obliged to conduct a public hearing on the Eéport no earlier than 50 days
before and no later than 60 days after publishimg @announcement on a planned
activity (Article 6, Paragraph 4, Sub-paragraph nly after the public hearing
has been arranged, the developer can apply to dmeiristrative agency to
obtain the permit for starting the activity.

Information on the activity is published in botle ttentral and local newspaper,
(in the newspaper of that particular region whehe fctivity is planned to be
implemented) and publication of the announcemetat iee ensured by the
developer. Information on the activity should ud#: aim of the planned

[




activity, title, location, address where public damiliarize with the documents
on the activity are located and the deadline fa sibmission of comments anc
time and place of public hearing.

(e) Developer is required to carry out a study of eammental impact assessment
and prepare the EIA report before publishing the@mcement on the activity
and applying to the administrative agency for arpier The has the right to
consult with the public. The results of such calasiains should be attached to
the permit application.

() According to the Law of Georgia on Environmentapétt Permit, the developey
is obliged to provide the public with the EIA repand all significant documents
at the public hearing, receive public comments sigigestions expressed during
or prior to the public hearing and prepare the pabiiearing protocobnd submit
it to the administrative agency issuing the periiitis information is available tg
any interested party (Articles 6 and 7). Accordiaodghe Law of Georgia on
Environmental Impact Permit (Article 8, Paragraphel) if the activity includes
state or commercial secrets developer should suftai¢ment on the
confidentiality of the application. According teetParagraph 3 of the same
Article, developer has to provide a complete scheftechnological cycle to the
administrative agency issuing permit even if thigvétg includes entrepreneurial
commercial and state secret (there were no exangblte above case during
issuing of environmental permit by the MEPNR).

(9) Any person has a right to give written comments sugbestions to the develop
within 45 days after the announcement on the agtisipublished (Article 6,
Paragraph 4, b) ). The developer must considetip@omments and
suggestions and take them into account when pnegdhie final version of the
EIA report.

(h) The given issue is regulated by the Articld the Law of Georgia on
Environmental Impact Permit that requires the deper to prepare the protoco
on the results of the public hearing within 5 dafter the public hearing of the
EIA report. The protocol should describe in dethé public comments and
suggestions made at the public hearing. In casgtidic comments and
suggestions are not considered, the developeiqired to provide written
justification for refusal of comments and suggestiand to send that justificatign
to the authors of the comments. This written jigstifon (including relevant
written comments and suggestions) with the protondhe results of the public
hearing and the EIA report should be submittedheydeveloper to
administrative agency issuing the permit.

(i) According to the General Administrative CodeGeorgia the MEPNR provides
relevant public information in response to a writteublic request.

According to Article 53 of the General Admirasive Code of Georgia a written
individual legal-administrative act should includitten arguments. Paragraph !
of the same Article states that an administratigerecy is not authorized to base
its decision on the circumstances, facts, evidemcarguments that have not
been examined and analyzed during the adminisgaireceeding. Hence,
argumentation of issued legal-administrative astbased on professional and
legal conclusions in the case of their necessitydentification of significant
circumstances of the matter.

The permit register is regularly updated.

(1)
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() ) According to the national legislation, a mifichtion of existing production
technology that causes changes in exploitationditimms is subject to ecologica




expertise and, correspondingly, requires an envimental permit (Article 4,
Paragraph 2). All the above mentioned provisionsusth be followed while
issuing the permit.

Regarding the review and renewal of the decisiomno&Administrative agency, it
should be considered that the national legislatioes not directly define these
terms. Chapter XllI of the General Administrativede of Georgia provides a
right to an interested party to file a complaintaagst the activity or legal-
administrative act issued by an administrative agyerAn administrative
complaint shall be reviewed and resolved by theiadinative agency that issue
the legal-administrative act, if there is an officivho issued the legal-
administrative act or higher official who directset subdivision. A complaint file
with regard to a legal-administrative act issuedtbg chief official of an
administrative agency shall be reviewed and a decithereon shall be made by
a higher administrative agency. The same Chapténele the procedures of
review of administrative complaint and commenceroéatiministrative
proceeding. The administrative agency in the psea# reviewing the
administrative compliant is obliged to invite inksted parties to participate,
present his/her comments and attend oral heari@gal hearing is open.

(k) The draft law on Genetically Modified Organisrisat reflects the principles of
the Aarhus Convention has been developed.

o

XVI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6
Describe anypbstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 6.

Answer:

According to the national legislation the list aftiities subject to EIA ecological expertise is
less detailed and flexible than that in the Aanh@f the Aarhus Convention. The list does no
include a number of activities such as: opencast@eep mining of minerals, production and
processing of paper, installations for the inigegearing of poultry or pigs and food
production including processing of milk, etc.

Public participation in public hearings on EIA iev. Generally, the public has an interest in
the large projects. According to the Aarhus Cemt@nitoring data the low percentage of pub
participation in a number of cases can be explaingdhe inadequate notification of the publi
by the developer and lack of opportunity for thélfuto participate in decision-making proces
Public participation was high when public particijgen and involvement procedures were
appropriately implemented, as well as in the prtgebat had public interest.

Tthe following reasons can also be mentioned:

- Poor resources for public participation (among thBIBOs’ resources). As a result,
there is a need of concentration of resourceseauty defined direction.

- The low interest expressed by NGOs. There is a toeeise the interest of NGOs to
participate in projects.

- Lack of organization of public at local level aweakness of organizations which
express the public interest of communities andtygaopulated areas.
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XVIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activiti@sarticle 6,e.g. are there any statistics or other
information available on public participation in decisions on specific activities or on
decisions not to apply the provisions of this artie to proposed activities serving national
defence purposes.

Answer:

The Law of Georgia on Environmental Impact Perrefirtes the rules of exemption of an
activity from EIA procedures. Article 11 of thisvatates that an activity can be exempt from
EIA procedures if the State interests require atitin of an activity and a timely decision.

There are no statistical data on public particifatiin the decision-making process of the
specific projects at the MEPNR. The Ministry ketbyesstatistics on the projects that, accordin]
to the national legislation, were exempted from Rtécedures and, accordingly, no public
participation took place (in the reporting periodl-3). The list of activities subject to EIA
procedure for the years of 2008, 2009, 2010 isheXarhus Centre website. Public hearings
were held for all these activities.

g

XVIII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 6

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www. moe.gov.dettp://aarhus.ge

XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PUBLIC TO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND PRO GRAMMES
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to participate
during the preparation of plans and programmes reléing to the environment. Describe the
transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination
requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

According to the national legislation, public parpation is provided for only by the Law of
Georgia on Environmental Impact Permit. As for phublic participation during the preparatio
of other documents relating to the environment. (RIBAP, SoE) public hearings are conductg
and the comments provided by the public are diszlasd taken into account.

ad

XX. OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE P  REPARATION OF
POLICIES RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED PURSU ANT TO
ARTICLE 7

Explain what opportunities there are for public participation in the preparation of policies
relating to the environment.

Answer:
During the development of the Forest Policy, inesrtb insure public participation, the MEPN
conducted public hearings regularly. Accordinglyppa comments and suggestions were tak
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into account.




XXI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7
Describe anypbstacles encounteredh the implementation of article 7.

Answer:

According to the national legislation public paipation is provided for by the Law of Georg
on Environmental Impact Permit that does not definblic participation for preparation of
policies and strategies.

XXIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesairticle 7.

Answer: National Environmental Action Plan, Forestlicy, Report on the State of the
Environment.

XXIll. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 7

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moe.gov.geitp://www.mof.ge; http://aarhus.ge

XXIV. EFFORTS MADE TO PROMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION DURING THE
PREPARATION OF REGULATIONS AND RULES THAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

Describe what efforts are made tgpromote effective public participation during the
preparation by public authorities of executive reglations and other generally applicable
legally binding rules that may have a significant #ect on the environment. To the extent
appropriate, describe the transposition of the releant definitions in article 2 and the non-
discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:
The Constitution of Georgia, the General Administe& Code of Georgia, the Law of Georgial
on Environmental Protection and the Law of GeorgiaEnvironmental Impact Permit insure
the implementation of the rights stipulated byAlntcle 8 of the Convention. Public
Administrative Proceeding is used also for promtitmaof the normative documents by the
executive authority (the General Administrative €ofl Georgia, Chapter 1X). The legislation
guarantees public participation in this processcéwing to the Chapter IX of the General
Administrative Code of Georgia public comments lbarsubmitted within 20 days. Each
administrative agency ensures availability of thdriaft normative acts through their official
web sites. According to the General Administra@aele of Georgia in the process of
preparation of draft normative acts publicity oetdocuments is ensured by the agency issui
the acts and respectively public comments and stigges are submitted to that agency for
further consideration.




XXV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8
Describe anypbstacles encounteredh the implementation of article 8.

Answer:

During the preparation of particular projects baghhigh level of public participation and an
uninformed public are common. In cases of publiergst they have an opportunity to
participate in the development of draft laws. Ofi@erest is shown from the public but not frg
the state agencies.

m

XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in the field covered by article 8.

Answer:

The national legislation does not regulate the giissue. However, administrative agencies
often post information on their official websitaglaalso cooperate with the NGO sector to
disseminate information about projects. For ins@nte Hunting Management Advisory
Council has been created under the MEPNR, where N&1d other interested persons
participate as members. In addition, the followax@amples can be mentioned regarding dra
laws: draft law on Eco Audit, draft law on GMOs aaw on the Establishment of Legal Entit
of Public Law Forestry Agency.
In response to the request of the Aarhus CenteePtrliament of Georgia provides informatig
on the draft laws related to environmental protestand use of natural resources that are
submitted to the Parliament. The draft laws andtéreative dates of their review in the
Parliament are posted on the Aarhus Centre web thitg allows the public to be aware of
possible amendments and participate in the hearaagerding to the procedures defined by
law. Existence of a clear legal mechanism for gupérticipation in reviewing draft laws woul
make public involvement more effective.

<=

XXVII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 8

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.parliament.ge; http://moe.gov.ge; hitaarhus.ge.




XXVIII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on access to
justice in article 9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has be@heimented. Describe the transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgnation requirement in article 3, paragraph D.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(@)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(1) Any person who considers that his or her requeshformation under
article 4 has not been dealt with in accordanch thi¢ provisions of that article has access to
review procedure before a court of law or anothdependent and impartial body established
law;

(i) Where there is provision for such a review by artofilaw, such a
person also has access to an expeditious procesgiaiglished by law that is free of charge or

inexpensive for reconsideration by a public autlyast review by an independent and impartia

body other than a court of law;

(i) Final decisions under this paragraph are bindintherpublic authority
holding the information, and that reasons are @tatevriting, at least where access to
information is refused;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the framewbrational legislation,
members of the public concerned meeting the caitest out irparagraph 2 have access to a
review procedure before a court of law and/or amoihdependent and impatrtial body
established by law, to challenge the substantidepsocedural legality of any decision, act or
omission subject to the provisions of article 6;

(c) With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meet

the

criteria, if any, laid down in national law, membef the public have access to administrative or

judicial procedures to challenge acts and omisdiynsrivate persons and public authorities
which contravene provisions of national law relgtio the environment;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:

0] The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 gard\8de adequate and
effective remedies;

(i) Such procedures otherwise meet the requiremertkssoparagraph;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is
provided to the public on access to administraaive judicial review.

Answer:
(a) Any person may claim against the public authoriyhito a higher public authority an
after thet to the court, if the violation of hisfhieght to access to information occured.
According to this Paragraph, the public authorisyabliged to execute the final decisiqg

Reasons for the refusal to access to the informatimuld be stated in a required form|

(b) The independence of reviewing an administrativeptaimt is ensured and regulated by
Chapter XIlI - the Administrative Proceeding in Redjto an Administrative Complaint




of the General Administrative Code of Georgia.

(c) The General Administrative Code of Georgia, thal@wde of Practice of Georgia and
the Criminal Code of Practice of Georgia regulate requirements of Article 9,
Paragraph 3. According to the national legislatiany person has a right to file an
application inan administrative agency or bringase before a court if his/her rights
were violated or limited and if by the decisionaation of an administrative agency
he/she incurred harm.

(d) Measures regarding Paragraph 4 imply rights proggttnder the national legislation,
in particular, they are defined by the Articles 29-of the Code of Administrative
Proceedings of Georgia (it should be noted thatoading to the Article 31, it a court
can render a temporary ruling before the actiotrisught if existing circumstances mg
hinder realization of rights of the applicant oniill become significantly complicated)
and also by Chapter XXIII of the Civil Code of Piee of Georgia.

(e) Chapter IX of the General Administrative Code obfgéa regulates issues of public
administrative proceeding, in particular, issuarafean administrative act through a
public administrative proceeding, publishing of tiwtice regarding submission of
documents for public access, list of document®tprbsented for public access,
procedures for presenting the public opinion, dreftand submission of an
administrative act for public access, etc.

The General Administrative Code of Georgia desaitie following procedures in
details: submission of an administrative complaiart administrative agency, review
and decision-making on the complaint, and filingoanplaint in a court (if the rights of
citizen to access information and participate idexision-making process were violate
by an administrative agency).

Several governmental bodies, soR@Os and international organizations conduct act
campaigns for public awareness in access to justice

y
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XXIX. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 9

Describe anybstacles encounteret¢h the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 9.

Answer:

- Time limit for consideration of claims by the cofat violations of rights to access to
information, sometimes lasting more than 2 monthgrevious years there was a case
when the final decision was issued after 18 months)

- The State Tax Privileges do not apply to legalte®tilamong them, the NGOSs). In
previous years there also was a case, when the pi®the tax equivalent to 1500%.
This amount of money is too large for Georgia.

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATI ON OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on &sct® justice
pursuant to article ®.g. are there any statistics available on envirenental justice and are
there any assistance mechanisms to remove or redu@@ancial and other barriers to access
to justice?




Answer:
According to the General Administrative Code of G&pa public agency shall designate a
public servant responsible for providing publicarhation (Article 36). If the public servant

violates responsibility to provide the public infeaition, he/she will face disciplinary liability in

accordance to the rules of Law of Georgia on PuBlgvice.

The practice of applying the Convention by judalesady exists (e.g. decision of a City Cour|

on the complaint (N3/2647-07) of the Associatioe&srAlternative, etc).

There are no statistical data on access to justickhe MEPNR. However, the Aarhus Centre
collects the information about the cases in thiel fié the environment and court decisions an
post them on its web site. The Aarhus Centre pegptne brochure “How to Apply to the

—

Court to Protect our Environmental Rights” that wadisseminated among the stakeholders. The

brochure is available on its web site.

The Aarhus Center prepared information on the agement of the court system in Georgia and

posted it on its web site. Contact informationaidirts in Georgia is accessible on the Aarhus
Centre web site as well.

XXXI|. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTAT ION OF ARTICLE 9
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Council of Justice of Georgia: http://www.coj.gos/lghe Supreme Court of Georgia:
http://www.supremecourt.gelGeneral Courts of Georgidattp://www.court.gov.ge/
Georgia Young Lawyers’ Association: http://www.gge/ Association “Ask for Justice”:
http://www.alpe.ge/Union “42 Article of the Constitution”:_http://ww.article42.ge/Aarhus
Centre Georgiavww.aarhus.ge

Articles 10-22 are not for national implementation.

XXXIl. GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE CONVENTION’'S OBJECTI VES:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementatiortt@f Convention contributes to the protectio

—

of the right of every person of present and fuggererations to live in an environment adequate

to his or her health and well-being.

Answer:

Accession of Georgia to the Convention signifigainitreased the opportunity of citizens to
control how their government protects their enmireent and to contribute to the protection ¢
the environment. Public institutions respond taanounced growth of public activity.
However, it is possible to increase public actilayytaking appropriate measures. Participati
in the specific activities increases the number exygerience of persons who participate activ
in the public development process.
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XXXII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS PU RSUANT TO
ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX I bis

Concerning legislative, regulatory and other measuwas that implement the provisions on public
participation in decisions on the deliberate releasinto the environment and placing on the
market of genetically modified organisms in article6 bis, describe:




(a) With respect tparagraph 1 of article 6 bis and:

(i) Paragraph 1of annex | bis, arrangements in the Party’s regwjaramework to ensure
effective information and public participation fdecisions subject to the provisions of article § bi

(if) Paragraph 2 of annex | bis, any exceptions provided for in Heety’s regulatory framework
to the public participation procedure laid dowraimex | bis and the criteria for any such excepti

(iii) Paragraph 3of annex | bis, measures taken to make availatect@ublic in an adequate,
timely and effective manner a summary of the nmdtiion introduced to obtain an authorization fo
the deliberate release or placing on the marketigdlsas the assessment report where available;

(iv) Paragraph 4 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that tase the information listed
in that paragraph is considered as confidential;

(v) Paragraph 5of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure the wa@spy of decision-making
procedures and to provide access to the relevanegural information to the public including, for
example:

a. The nature of possible decisions;

b. The public authority responsible for making deeision;

c. Public participation arrangements laid down parg to

paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

d. An indication of the public authority from whichlevant information can be obtained,;

e. An indication of the public authority to whicbhraments can be submitted and of the tin
schedule for the transmittal of comments;

(vi) Paragraph 6 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure thatrthagements introduced to
implement paragraph 1 of annex | bis allow the jguiol submit, in any appropriate manner, any
comments, information, analyses or opinions thepiitsiders relevant to the proposed deliberate
release or placing on the market;

(vii) Paragraph 7 of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that cieuat is taken of the
outcome of public participation procedures orgashigersuant to paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

ne

Answer:
The draft law on the GMOs has been drafted in c@npé with the principles of the Aarh
Convention including those of Annex | bis and thel& 6 bis.

XXXIV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX I bis
Describe anpbstacles encountereth the implementation of any of the paragraphsrti€ie 6 bis
and annex | bis.

Answer:

The lack of appropriate accredited testing labor&e and qualified staff, Scarcity
information about the methodology of risk assessmelated to products and raw fod
materials containing GMOs. It is reasonable to e#th a Coordination Council fo
improvement of the activities and better coordimatpf relevant agencies.

d

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX I bis

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic participation
in decisions on the deliberate release into théremwment and placing on the market of genetic

ally

modified organisms in article 6 bis,g. are there any statistics or other informatioravailable on




public participation in such decisions or on decisins considered under paragraph 2 of annex
bis to be exceptions to the public participation pocedures in that annex?

Answer:

The draft law on GMOs has been developed that isompliance with the principles of the

Aarhus Convention. At present, the Decree #2-23&céimberll, 2009) of the Minister
Agriculture of Georgia on the Approval of AdditidfiRequirements for Food Labeling (Article

— labeling of Genetically Modified Food Productgfides only the obligation to inform the
public if the food contains genetically modifiedrgmnents (putting appropriate information pn

a label in accordance with defined rules) that deabthe public to make decision on f
purchase of food products.

The non-governmental sector is involved in awaremassing of the public. The National Cen
for Monitoring and Scientific Research of Manufactg of GMO Products was establishe

of
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re
d.

Representatives of the NGO sector participate mf@@nces and meetings related to the given

issues.

XXXVI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 6bis
Give relevant website addresses, if available ublidg website addresses for registers of decis
and releases related to genetically modified osyasi
Informational materials about GMOs and productsteaming GMOs are periodically publishe
on the web site of the Ministry of Agriculture addgiawww.moa.geand on the web site of
Food Safety, Veterinary and Plant Protection Serwww.fvp.ge

O

ions



